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According to revised projections released by the UN Population Fund on June 27, some 5.3 billion
people inhabit the earth today. Another 92 million will be added to the total by 2000. By 2025,
world population is expected to reach 8.5 billion, or a 60% increase over the present. The global
demographic growth rate is expected to average 1.7% per annum until 2025, with a decline to 1%
by the end of the first quarter of the 21st century. In the 1950-1990 period, the population growth
rate for for developed nations was 45%, compared to 143% for poor nations. Between 1990 and 2025
demographic growth will be 75% in developing countries, and 12% in developed countries. In 2025,
15% of the world's population will live in developed countries, compared to 23% at present. (Basic
data from Notimex, AFP, 06/27/90)
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